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MONTH AHEAD 


November 10 
Day Trip 


Walking Tour of Boston’s Chinatown. 10 a.m. Members $30, non-members $35. 
Pre-registration required. 


November 12 
Special Event 
Liners to the Sun. John Maxtone-Graham will introduce his newest book Liners to the 


Sun. 8 p.m., East India Marine Hall. Members $10, non-members $15. Pre-registration 
required. 


November 73, 14 
Sinfonie-by-the-Sea 


November 14 
Family Program — 

Samurai for a Day. Find out what it was like to be a Samurai in traditional Japan with 
Museum Educator Penelope Pennoyer. 10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 per person. 


November 19 
Speaker of the Month 


Captain John Bertram: From Rags to Riches. Selina Little, speaker. 11 a.m., Education 
Room. No charge above Museum admission, members free. 


November 24 
Gallery Talk 
Learning About American Indians. Museum Educator Ellie Bailey introduces a new 
teaching exhibit focusing on Indians of the northeast. 11 a.m. No charge above 
Museum admission, members free. 
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Gtephen Wheatland, trustee and former 
president of the Board of Peabody 
Museum of Salem died at his Brookline 
home on Saturday, May 30. During his 
lifetime, he continued his family’s long 
tradition of interest in and support of 
Salem’s maritime history and art. 

Mr. Wheatland was a grandson of John 
Robinson who, in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century, amassed maritime 
artifacts and paintings to preserve the 
history of Salem. His work is honored in the 
new permanent exhibit, The Port of Salem: 
Merchants, Captains & Ships. Mr. Wheatland 
had attended the East India Marine As- 
sociates preview of the exhibit on May 15. 

Some months ago Mr. and Mrs. Wheat- 
land donated a watercolor by Antoine Roux 
of the Boston ship Clarissa Andrews (1843) 
to the Maritime History Department in 
memory of Augustus Peabody Loring. The 
Roux Collection at the Peabody Museum is 





Stephen Wheatland with 
portrait of John Robinson, 
May 15, 1987. 

Photo: Bryn Evans 


the second largest institutional collection in 
the world. This is primarily due to the 
unremitting generosity of the Wheatland 
family, who have provided a large number 
of the Museum’s Roux paintings. 

Peter Fetchko, Director of the Museum, 
said “the East India Marine Society and the 
Peabody Museum have been the bene- 
ficiaries of five generations and almost 150 
years of continual service and generosity 
from the Wheatland family. Throughout his 
life Stephen Wheatland cared deeply for the 
Museum, its collections, traditions and staff. 
He was a fine gentleman.” 





he Asian, Export Wing is being cited by 

municipal authorities as one of the three 
largest revitalization projects currently 
underway tf downtown Salem. It is swiftly 
assuming recoghizable form as architectural 
plans are translated into wood, brick and 
stone. On May 15, 1987, members of the East 
India Marine Associates enjoyed an after-din- 
ner reception in the space destined to 
become the second floor Precious Metals 
Gallery. As the Register goes to press we 
expect the building to-be completed and , 
ready for exhibit installation by late fall. 7 
Members attending the Annual Meeting on 
October 22 will have an opportunity to tour 
this exciting addition. 

This new structure, the.fifth expansion 
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of.the Museum facility in this century, will setae) 

ake it possible to display a large portion of 

the unique and magnificent Asian export 

collection. Some of the objects, which date 

back to the Museum’s earliest years, were 

brought back by members of the East India 

Marine Society from voyages beyond the 

Cape of Good Hope.and Cape Horn. Others 

have only recently been donated by gener- 

ous friends of the Museun 

that there are still gaps in 

collection which need to be fil 
As the interior has taken shape, the 

architect's vision in creating a transitional 

atrium between East India Marine Hall and 

the new wing has been splendidly realized. 

Indirect light from the atrium (the generous 

gift of special friends of the Museum) will 

illuminate a recreated Crowninshield Room, — | 

now containing an introduction to the art Mes 

and technology of porcelain manuf. ck a 
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sbenefactor’s gift, where two highly imporenid ag 


Chinese port paintings will be displayed. 







within the atrium itself, live plants similar to 
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keep company 


restore to East India Marine Hall the expo- 
sure to eastern light which has been part of 
»_the room's character since 1825. On the" 


famed, whose exhibits will offer visiter a ee oe and eee as well as 
| ares relating to George Washington. 





and the export arts. Even in its U 
state it is a striking room of no 1s s.the Museums pair of ceramic soup 


ir the form of life-size geese, part of 


cherished architecture of Eas collection of the East India 

Hall. ) Sotiety. The geese will provide a _ 
As plans have vated the I ffocal point in their own case in the far 

vision for the development O | 3 the gallery. te 





materials has matured. On th 
visitors will pass from the Cr 
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The circular stair 


under construction 





the Auditorium Gallery. The collaboration of 
architects Kallman, McKinnell and Wood, 
designers Stuart Silver and Susan Berman 
and lighting consultant Lamar Terry has 
created an environment reminiscent of an 
18th century gentleman’s library. This will be 
the setting for 20 cases, designed as integral 
elements of the room, containing 250 pieces 
of the choicest porcelains for the British and 
Continental markets. The integration of 
exhibit and architecture helps achieve a 
second goal in the conception of the room: 
with few physical changes it will provide 
seating for lectures, films or dinners. The 
lighting of the room can be altered to 
complement the activities in progress. It is 
expected that the Auditorium Gallery will 
provide one of the most effective displays of 
porcelain in the United States. 

As they ascend the circular stair to the 
second floor, visitors will be able to view 
significant objects in two generous sized 
niches on the stair proper. In addition the 
first floor stair foyer will contain a case in 
which highlights of the decorative art 
collection may be viewed in the round. The 
second floor stair foyer will be devoted to 
individual objects worthy of special atten- 
tion. One example is a carved elephant 
tusk, ca. 1835, presented to American 
merchant A. A. Low by Chinese merchant 





Houqua, which is a superb manifestation of 
the ivory carver’s art. 

Soft indirect light from overhead 
“lanterns” skylights and from small windows 
overlooking the Oriental garden will invite 
visitors into the second floor Precious 
Metals Gallery. This interesting space, 
divided into three connected pavilions, is 
especially designed for display of small 
silver and gold objects, many from the 
splendid Oberod Collection. That collection 
has been donated by a Trustee of the former 
China Trade Museum, now an Advisory 
Trustee of the Peabody. 

The main decorative art gallery, off the 
Precious Metals Gallery, will be one of the 
most impressive spaces in the Museum. 
Period settings will be arranged around the 
perimeter, with materials drawn from the 
extensive export furniture collection. Near 





The Garden Facade by Richard Yee, official 
photographer of the Asian Export Wing construction. 


inset: Associate Curator William Sargent 


the exit a setting of Chinese domestic 
furniture will define the materials, technol- 
ogy and vocabulary of design which was 
often used in export pieces. Other settings 
will typify the British and Continental mar- 
kets between 1700 and 1840 as well as the 
evolution of objects made for the American 
market. A central pavilion, which will inter- 
pret late 19th century objects made for 
export to the West, includes an eight foot 
high, ivory inlaid “moon bed,” the gift of a 
Museum benefactor. 

An adjacent gallery, devoted to chang- 
ing exhibitions, will open with an exhibit of 
selected Western views of China. George 
Chinnery, William Alexander and Thomas 


The Precious 
Metals Gallery 





Daniell and others will be represented. 

On the second floor and mezzanine 
level above are galleries connecting with the 
corresponding levels of Weld Hall and East 
Hall. Salem’s 80 years of trade with India 
resulted in an especially significant collec- 
tion of Indian export and colonial objects, 
which will be displayed on the mezzanine 
level. A nearby gallery will display water- 
colors, drawings and prints, chiefly by 
Western artists, depicting Indian people and 
landscapes in the 18th and early 19th cen- 
turies and the life of Europeans in India. 

It is well documented that several 
Salem vessels traded with Japan sixty years 
before the Perry Expedition, bringing back 
Japanese objects made for Western use. 
Many of these objects have been donated 
by generous descendants of Salem masters 
and officers, and will be among the Japanese 
export objects in the second floor gallery. 

The collections of the Peabody Museum 
of Salem document the era in which Amer- 
ican trade brought the nation into the 
mainstream of a global trading community, a 
time in which Salem rose to an eminence 
duplicated by few cities in the world. We 
believe that the new wing will not only be 
statement of faith in our own forward-look- 
ing institution, but of confidence in Salem’s 
current renaissance. 






[ae the past year the Museum has 
received steadily increasing media 
attention, an essential step toward the goal 
of building wider public recognition of the 
Peabody and its resources. During the past 
year a story on the Museum or its programs 
has appeared in local, regional or national 
media at least once each week. Stories on 
the Museum have appeared twice in The 
New York Times, with further stories likely. 
The most recent, in May, was extensive 
coverage of the Peabody in a Travel Section 
story on maritime museums of New Eng- 
land. 

The launch of the North Shore Harbor 
Monitoring program in April (a cooperative 
project with the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society’s Resources for the North Shore) 
coincided with the naming of Salem Harbor 
as the second dirtiest on the eastern sea- 
board. Consequently the program has 
received considerable media attention 
throughout the greater Boston area, includ- 
ing an appearance on WCVB-TV news by 
Natural History Curator Rob Moir. 

Television crews have become more 
frequent visitors to the Peabody. The exhibit 
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The Art of the Japanese Tattoo drew cameras 
from WBZ-TV and WGBH-TV to the Museum. 
Jack Thayer, curator of the exhibit, made a 
guest appearance on WCVB’s Good Day 
show in company with Japanese tattooist 
Mitsuaki Ohwada and Mrs. Ohwada. In 
February WLVI-TV Channel 56 came to The 
Tribal Style to tape introductory segments 
for its miniseries Shaka Zulu, and in June the 
Education Department’s “Science 
Everywhere” program was featured on 
WBZ-TV's Kid’s Break. 

In addition to its television appear- 
ances, The Art of the Japanese Tattoo ap- 
peared in more than 60 newspaper stories in 
New England alone, including four in the 
Boston Globe. Associated Press coverage of 
the exhibit was carried as far away as New 
Zealand. The Whaling Prints Symposium in 
March drew the third “Critic’s Tip” in a year 
from Robert Taylor of the Boston Globe. 
Finally, our participation in the Cultural 
Tourism campaign, a joint effort of the 
Massachusetts Cultural Alliance, the state 
Division of Tourism and 34 cultural organiza- 
tions has helped to enhance public aware- 
ness of the cultural community as a whole. 





red Ayers no longer has to just listen 
when his wife talks about “her” job at 
the Peabody Museum. 

Shortly after Fred’s wife told him last 
February that the Museum’s Security Depart- 
ment was looking for help, Fred joined the 
Museum as a part-time security guard. 

They’re sort of a team: a Peabody 
Museum husband and wife team. 

Mrs. Ayers, better-known as “Jerry” 
(with a “J,” not a “G”), has worked at the 
Museum for 22 years, and has had many 
duties during her career. Jerry first worked 
briefly as a part-time typist before working 
as the Museums full-time staff secretary. 

Today, she works as the full-time ad- 
ministrative secretary for the Museum’s 
Maritime Department. “I’m also a coffee 
maker,” Jerry said, with a smile, “and no,” 
obviously anticipating the next question, “I 
don’t mind making coffee at all.” 

In recent issues of The American 
Neptune, Jerry has finally been identified as 
the quarterly’s production manager — 
although behind the scenes, she has served 
loyally in that capacity for some 17 years. 

Through the years, she has also proba- 
bly witnessed more changes in the Museum 
than any other employee. “When | first 
started working at the Museum, we had a 
very small staff, and business was conducted 
around the large oak table, in the back 
office,” Jerry said. “We didn’t have any 
meetings like we have now.” 

Jerry has survived three board presi- 
dents, four maritime department curators 
and five Neptune editors. And she has 
remained while many other employees have 
long since come and gone. 


~ FRED, JERRY and 
The Neptune 


Why? 

“I've seldom been bored, and I’ve 
almost always found the work here interest- 
ing,” she explained, apparently forgetting 
the laborious but valuable five-year indexes 
that she has had to compile for the Neptune 
again and again. “It’s an interesting place to 
work, and I’ve especially enjoyed being able 
to walk to and from work.” 

Fred, who retired from Jordan Marsh 
before beginning his new job at the 
Museum, appreciates his new position for 
many reasons. For one thing, he now has 
something to do during his free time. And 
he also enjoys the comradery that goes with 
being one of the Museum’s security guards. 

“! enjoy working at the Museum,” Fred 
said. “I also made ship models as a kid, and 
I’ve always been interested in the sea — 
from Sea Scouts through my enlistment in 
the Navy.” As a matter of fact lerry pointed 
out), Fred survived the torpedoing of the 
USS Alexander Hamilton off Iceland on 
February 28, 1941. 

“I’ve never been bored at the Museum 
either,” Fred said, agreeing with his wife. “If 
it’s quiet,” he explained, “| enlighten myself 
by studying the artifacts on exhibit. At 
home,” he explained further, “I also read up 
about some of the exhibits so that | can 
answer questions when visitors occasionally 
ask them.” 

Fred learns something new about the 
Museum’s collections every day. And that’s 
notall... 

For a little more than a year now, Fred’s 
wife has been listening to him talk about 
“his” job at the Museum. 
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rom September 19 to October 12, the 

Peabody Museum will celebrate 
COASTWEEKS 87, a program federally 
funded by Sea Grant and other private 
agencies, whose purpose is to call attention 
to the value of our nation’s coastline and 
coastal resources. A series of programs 
coordinated by Rob Moir, Natural History 
Curator, will focus on issues related to the 
coastline north of Boston, particularly Salem 
Harbor. 

We are pleased to announce the forma- 
tion of the Salem Sealife Program, a joint 
effort of the Museum, the Salem Public 
Schools and the Cat Cove Marine Labora- 
tory. Salem high school students will work 
with Museum and Laboratory personnel to 
gather marine specimens and set up a 
flow-through saltwater aquarium at Cat 
Cove. The high school students will explain 
the aquarium to Salem fourth graders 
October 5-9. An open house will be held as 
well on Tuesday, October 6 from 2-4 p.m. 


EDUCATION 
TRIP 
to historic 


South Shore 


Continued on page 13 





Students’ posters of the Sealife Program will 
be exhibited at the Museum October 5 prior 
to the Kenneth Sebens’ lecture, Life on the 
Bottom from Salem Harbor to Cashes Ledge. 
While an associate professor of biology at 
Harvard, Dr. Sebens conducted worldwide 
research on anemones. Currently Professor 
of Biology and Director of the Northeastern 
University Marine Science Center in Nahant, 
his latest research concerns invertebrates 
indigenous to the ocean off New England. 

The first two Living Landscapes walks 
will feature coastal topics. On September 
23, Rob Moir will update the Salem Harbor 
Monitoring Project and lead a tour of the 
Cat Cove Marine lab and Forest River Park. 
For the second walk, Clara Waterman will 
explore tidal pools at Red Rock Beach in Lynn. 

As a finale to the COASTWEEKS 87 
celebration Sarah Fraser Robbins, the 
Museums Director Emerita of Education, 
will speak on local coastal animals on 
Thursday, October 8 at 11 a.m. 





Save September 22. Doris Mahaney of the 
Museum Education Department will lead a 
tour (via air conditioned coach) to the 
historic South Shore. First on the tour are 
two 17th century houses, the birthplaces of 
John and John Quincy Adams. John Adams, 
the nation’s second President, spent much 
of his early life in the typical New England 
saltbox with its massive central chimney at 
133 Franklin Street, Quincy. John Adams 
inherited the adjacent house, also a saltbox 
design, at 141 Franklin street. It was there 
that his wife Abigail gave birth to their 
second child, John Quincy, the future sixth 
President of the United States, in 1767. 


SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 


thu a 


Meeting 
TSCA (Traditional Small Craft Association), 7:30 
p.m., Education Room. No charge. Use Liberty 
Street entrance. 


thu 10 


Lecture 
Salem Traders & The Constitution. How did the 
new U.S. Constitution affect Salem’s economy? 
Join Museum Educator Ellie Bailey for a look at 
how Federal acts and policies related to trade 
between Salem and the world and how the 
community fared as a result. 11 a.m. No charge 
above Museum admission, members free. 


m0 17-24, Oct 1, 8, 15 


Course 
Views of India: A Seminar. Through readings, 
guest speakers and audio-visual presentations, 
participants will focus on the following aspects 
of Indian culture: history, geography, South 
Indian village life, Hinduism and Indian 
women’s roles. Seminar led by Museum 
Educator Ellie Bailey. 1 p.m. to3 p.m., Education 
Room. Members $30, non-members $35. Prior 
registration required by September 4. Send 
payment c/o Education Department. 


fri 17 


Special Event 
Opening reception for exhibit entries in the 1988 
Annual Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp compe- 
tition. 7 p.m., Lobby. No charge, open to the 
public. 


sun 13 


Family Concert 
Poobley Greegy Puppet Theater presents 
“Going, Going, Gone Whaling.” The presenta- 
tion offers a capsule history of the American 
whaling business through the eyes of sixteen 
year old Abner Whimpenney, who goes to sea in 
the American whaling ship Cachalot, out of 
New Bedford in 1877. 3 p.m., East India Marine 
Hall. No charge above Museum admission, 
members free. Funded in part by the Mas- 
sachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities, 
and the National Endowment for the Arts, 
through the New England Foundation for the 
Arts. 


tue 15 


Gallery Talk 
Decoys. Jackson Parker, Honorary Curator of 
Waterfowl Decoys, will introduce the birds that 
inspired the Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp 
project: working decoys by Massachusetts 
carvers including Fabens and Osgood of Salem, 
Elmer Crowell and Joe Lincoln. 11 a.m. No 
charge above Museum admission, members 
free, 


thu WA 


Speaker of the Month 
Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly. Study the 
life cycle of the Monarch butterfly with Clara 
Waterman. This version of a classic Museum 
program is intended primarily for adults. 11 a.m., 
Education Room. No charge above Museum 
admission, members free. 


fri 18 sat 19 


Concert 


Sinfonie-by-the-Sea. The seventh season of this 


celebrated orchestra begins with Schubert’s 
Overture in D Major in the Italian Style, Men- 
delssohn’s Concerto for Violin and Orchestra, 
Op. 64, and Weber’s Symphony No. 1 in C 
Major. Violinist Magdelena Richter will be the 
soloist for the Mendelssohn. For the first time 
the orchestra will offer two performances of 
each program, on Friday and Saturday nights. 


The concert is followed by a champagne recep- 
tion. East India Marine Hall. 8 p.m. Tickets $12. 


For tickets and information, call 631-4613. 


sat 19 


Family Program 


Life Cycle of the Monarch Butterfly. Learn about 
the Monarch butterfly’s four stages of life with 


Clara Waterman, using live speciments, slides 
and a movie. Primarily for children 5 to 10. 
10:30 a.m., Education Room. $1.50 per person. 
Send payment c/o Education Department. 


tue D2 


Day Trip 
Historic Sites of the South Shore. Join Museum 
Educator Doris Mahaney to view two historic 
17th century houses, the birthplaces of John 
and John Quincy Adams. After lunch, visit the 
1833 Greek Revival mansion of Capt. Robert 
Bennet Forbes on Milton Hill. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Members $30, non-members $35. Prior 
registration required by September 15. Send 
payment c/o Education Department. 
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Walk 


The Living Landscapes. Co-sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. A series of 


four nature walks specifically designed to 
heighten awareness of Essex County’s natural 
history. 
Sept. 23 - Cat Cove and Forest River Park, 
Salem. Visit two Salem Harbor sites with 
Rob Moir, Curator of Natural History, and 
learn about harbor pollution and its effects 
on marine life. 


Sept. 30 - Red Rock, Lynn. Join Museum 


Educator Clara Waterman for a morning of 
tidepool exploration and discover the 
many forms of plant and animal life be- 
tween the tides. 


faye Oct. 7 - Old Hill Burying Ground, New- 


buryport. Cleti Cervoni and Widge Arms of 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society share 
a wealth of information in a fascinating 
early cemetery: local and natural history, 
funerary art and epitaphs. 
Oct. 14 - Town Common, North Andover. 
Museum Educator Ellie Bailey leads a walk 
through a beautifully planted common and 
discusses native and ornamental trees. 
9:30a.m. to 11:30.a.m. Rain date Oct. 21. Series: 
members $12, non-members $18. Individual 
Walks: members $3.50, non-members $5. Prior 
registration required by Sept. 18. Send payment 
c/o Education Department. A COASTWEEKS 87 
event. 


sat 6 


Walk 


Dogtown. Bring a picnic lunch and hike through 
Dogtown Common, Gloucester’s deserted 
Colonial village. Learn how the area has fared 
since it was settled in the 17th century and see 
the remains of past use. Please come dressed 
for hiking and prepared for exercise. The route 
covers three miles and there is a fair amount of 
climbing. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Rain date Sept. 27. 
Members $5, non-members $6.50. Directions 
furnished upon registration. Prior registration 
required by Sept. 18. Send payment c/o Educa- 
tion Department. 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 


To register for Museum programs please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri, at least one week prior to the program 


OCTOBER CAGENDAR 


thu 


Meeting 
TSCA (Traditional Small Craft Association), 7:30 
p.m., Education Room. No charge. Use Liberty 
Street entrance. 


mon 


Special Event 
Life on the Bottom from Salem Sound to Cashes 
Ledge. Dr. Kenneth Sebens, Director of the 
Marine Science Center of Northeastern Univer- 
sity at Nahant, presents the ecology and diver- 
sity of local bottom dwelling marine life. See a 
display of posters by high school students 
involved in the Salem Sea Life Program at the 
Cat Cove Marine Lab. 7:30 p.m., East India 
Marine Hall. Members $5, non-members $8. 
Prior registration required by September 28. 
Send payment c/o Education Department. A 
COASTWEEKS 87 event. 


thu 


Speaker of the Month 
Edge of the Tide. Sarah Fraser Robbins, Director 
Emerita of Education, describes the marine 
environments of Cape Ann and other northern 
New England waters and introduces their 
inhabitants. Her book, The Sea is All About Us, 
now in its fourth printing, is available in the 
Museum Shop. 11 a.m., Education Room. No 
charge above Museum admission, members 
free. A COASTWEEKS 87 event. 


mon 


Lecture 
Decorative Wildlife Carving: Artist,Eric Kaiser 
presents an overview Of advances madeqrathe 
art of bird carving. A slidepresentatioh features 
the works of the world’s topartists. Award 
winning carvers Lee Brown and Ray Smatt 
conclude the meeting by exhibiting‘some of 
their carvings. Co-sponsored by the Essex 
County Ornithological Club, 7:30 p.m‘, Educa- 
tion Room. No charge. 


tue 


Day Trip 

Autumn at the Arnold Arboretum. Enjoy the fall 
foliage at the Arnold Arboretum with guide Al 
Bussewitz and learn about the trees and land- 
scape. After a box lunch on the grounds, visit 
the bonsai collection. 8:30 to 3:30 p.m. Rain or 
shine. Members $20, non-members $25. Prior 
registration required by October 6. Send pay- 
ment c/o Education Department. 


Sat 


Walk 
Beachcombing on Lynn Beach. Co-sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Part of a 
nearly continuous beach stretching from 
Swampscott to Nahant, Lynn Beach offers 
beautiful views, plants and animals washed in 
by the sea and a chance to discover coastal 
landforms. Walk led by Museum Educator Ellie 
Bailey and Cleti Cervoni of the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Rain date 
October 18. Members $4, non-members $6. 
Directions furnished upon registration. Prior 
registration required by October 9. Send pay- 
ment c/o Education Department. 


sun 


Family Concert 
A Visit withia Wampanoag Indian. Anita Nielsen, 
anative Wampanoagiindian, uses authentic 
native’ toys, clothes, and expert storytelling to 
explainathé 17thecentury Wampanoag lifestyle. 
3,pem.., Easthiadial Marine Hall. No charge above 
Musé@Uimilad mission, members free. 


tue 


Gallery Talk 


Barkcloth from the South Pacific. Susan Bean, 
Curator of Ethnology, will discuss newly installed 
barkcloth (tapa) from the Pacific, methods of 
making cloth from the inner bark of trees, 
techniques of decoration and traditional uses of 
tapa. 11 a.m. No charge above Museum admis- 
sion, members free. 


thu 


Members’ Event 
Annual meeting of Members and lecture by 
Crosby Forbes, “From the Farthest Indies: 
Treasures for the New Wing.” The lecture will be 
followed by a tour of the wing on the eve of 
exhibit installation. 8 p.m., Museum members. 


Sat 


Family Program 
Skeletons. When you think of Halloween, 
pumpkins, black cats, ghosts and skeletons 
might come to mind. But skeletons are also an 
essential part of many animals’ bodies. Discover 
how the skeleton relates to an animal’s move- 
ment and appearance using examples in the 
Museums collection. 10:30 a.m., Education 
Room. $1.50 per person. Limited to 20 children 
and their parents. Prior registration required by 
October 19. Send payment c/o Education De- 
partment. 


PEABOPYMUSEUM of SALEM 


To register for Museum programs»please call 745-1876 Mon-Fri,\at least one week prior to the program 
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pNyeen letter to the Museum brought 
to our attention a rarely recalled 
incident with a place in New England's 
maritime and natural history: 

Weaesir: 

| am preparing a paper on the Royal Tar 
disaster in Penobscot Bay on 24 October 
1836. The vessel was carrying the Burgess & 
Dexter Menagerie to Portland when it 
caught fire. 

The fate of the elephant included in the 
menagerie eludes me. All sources agree that 
it leapt overboard. One account has the 
elephant drowning; another states that it 
swam ashore to Brice Island where it was 
captured by a farmer. A third report states 
“[The elephant] went his way in search of 
something to satisfy that craving hunger. 
Across other Maine farms, through woods, 
along roads, a roaming wanderer. All trace 
of him was lost. . .” Yet another version 
suggests “[It was reported that] a stray 
elephant destroying property in his path 
was shot, and killed near some small town 
in New Hampshire. It was skinned, mounted, 
and is said to be a valued exhibit in a Boston 
Historical Museum.” 

Is there anything in the files of the 
Peabody Museum of Salem to suggest that a 
stuffed elephant was accessed circa 1836? 

Sincerely, 

Patrick B. O’Neill, Ph.D. 
Mount St. Vincent University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 


Natural History Curator Rob Moir was soon 
on the “Case of the Penobscot Pachyderm”: 
Dear Dr. O'Neill: 

In response to your most interesting 
letter | have gone through our 1837 
catalogue, which includes accessions prior 
to 1837, to no avail. | would expect that such 
a significant addition to our collection 
would show up in other references, but | 
have seen nothing of a Penobscot Bay 
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pachyderm during my years of archival 
explorations. 

It is possible that the elephant made its 
way to the Boston Natural History Society, 
which is now Boston’s Museum of Science. 
! spoke with their registrar, Bill Kochanczyk, 
and forwarded a copy of your letter. The 
story was new to him but will be researched. 

Finally | have forwarded your letter to a 
couple of Penobscot Bay naturalists asking if 
they have heard of a pachyderm amidst the 
echinoderms or an elephant working the 
Brice Island hayfields. 

| would very much like a copy of your 
paper. Menageries were a major interest in 
the Museum during the Victorian period. 
Today, Museum members continue to be 
interested in unusual animals with unusual 
tales. 


Sincerely, 





Rob Moir’s guess was confirmed a few days 
later in a note from Museum of Science 
Registrar Bill Kochanczyk, enclosing the 
following excerpt from the 1836 minutes of 
the Boston Society of Natural History: 

The Cabinet . . . has been enriched by 
the addition of the skeleton of an elephant 
that had died in a menagerie. The bones 
were stored and bleached in the house of 
Mr. James Blake . . . To the skill and labor of 
Dr. Shurtleff the Society was indebted for 
putting them together. 


As the Register went to press it was unclear 
whether the skeleton remained in the 
Museum of Science collection. 










Decoy carver | 
Joe Lincoln 7 
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he Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp 

competition will take place at the 
Museum on Thursday, September 10. Each 
year, artists from around the country submit 
paintings to this competition. The winning 
painting, chosen by five judges in closed 
session, becomes the illustration for the 
next issue of the state’s waterfowl stamp. 
Announcement of the winner comes about 
noon on the 10th. 

An exhibit of all the paintings submitted 
will open in the Museum lobby on Friday, 
September 11, with a 7 p.m. reception for 
artists, judges and the public. 

The competition is a cooperative pro- 
gram of the Museum and the Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, adminis- 
torator of the waterfowl stamp program. 
The stamps are required for all waterfowl 
hunters in the state, and are available in 
town halls throughout Massachusetts. 
Expired issues of stamps (distributed by the 
Museum Shop) are drawing increased 
interest from collectors as demand grows 
for all forms of wildlife art. Proceeds of 
expired stamp sales are used to purchase 
Massachusetts working decoys for the 


,, WATERFOWL STAMP 
» COMPETITION 
September 10 


Natural History collection. Museum decoys 
have been used as models by a number of 
artists entering the competiton. 

One reason for collector interest in 
Massachusetts stamps is the unique nature 
of the rules. The stamps depict not birds but 
working decoys, which must be the work of 
a deceased Massachusetts carver. Before 
the paintings themselves are judged, an 
independent group of authorities reviews 
the entries to verify the provenance of the 
decoys depicted by the artists. The competi- 
tion thus encourages contemporary wildlife 
art while recognizing an historical folk art 
form. 

The winning artist receives more than 
recognition. He or she retains title to the 
original and to the sale of prints reproduced 
from the original. Both paintings and prints 
have increased steadily in value over recent 
years. 

The ultimate beneficiaries of the contest 
are waterfowl. From the sale of each $1.25 
stamp, 80 cents goes to Ducks Unlimited, an 
international organization which preserves 
American and Canadian waterfowl habitats. 


















The A.J. King harlequin 
pair. The photograph is 
almost twice the size of 


the carving. 


he Natural History Department has 15 
received a rare and beautiful pair of ar 
harlequin duck miniatures carved by Allen J. 
King in the 1930s. They are the gift of the 
Essex County Ornithological Club (ECOC). 
A. J. King of North Scituate, Rhode 
Island was active in the 1930s and early 
1940s. His works are characterized by their 
mall size — half that of most miniatures — 
and burled knot bases neatly 
signed “A. J. King” on the side. 
The carving and paint is compar- 
able with any Crowell. And, although 
King is a Somewhat more recent carver than 
Crowell or Lincoln, his miniatures are as 
highly prized and are seldom available. This 
pair is from only the fourth collection of 
Kings to be offered in the past twelve years. 








Continued from page 8 


Next on the tour are the remarkable 
gardens and buildings of the Adams National 
Historic Site. The house, continuously 
occupied by four generations of Adams 
from 1788-1927, bears witness to the Adams’ 
aspirations and achievements and is a 
fascinating chronicle of the evolution of 
American taste and manners. 

After lunch the tour will proceed to the 
Captain Robert Bennet Forbes House in 
Milton. Built on land once owned by Colo- 


nial Governor Hutchinson on the crest of 
Milton Hill, the 1833 Greek Revival mansion 
was occupied almost continuously by the 
Forbes family until 1964. The house, formerly 
occupied by the China Trade Museum, 
contains a collection famed for its Asian 
Export porcelain, furniture, paintings and 
fancy goods, as well as fine American 
furnishings from the Forbes and Bowditch 
families. Forbes House provides a rich 
context for the visual legacy of Robert 
Bennet Forbes, his family and business 
associates. 
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DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR NAMED 


M. Mildred Farrell joined the Museum in 
June as Director of Development. For the 
past five years she served as Director of 
Development for the Wang Center of 
Performing Arts. A former Associate in 
Development at Simmons College and a 
long time resident of Boston’s Back Bay, 
Miss Farrell will relocate to the North Shore 
later this year. 


NEW ADVISORY TRUSTEE 


Vivian W. Huang has been named an Advi- 
sory Trustee of the Museum. Ms. Huang is 
an attorney with the firm of Ropes and Gray, 
Boston, educated in Taiwan and the United 
States. She is active in a number of areas 
related to Asians in the United States and to 
the emerging presence of American busi- 
ness in the Peoples’ Republic of China. As a 
Ropes and Gray associate she has led recent 
US-China Legal Education tours, which were 
co-sponsored by the Boston Bar Association 
and hosted by the PRC Ministry of Justice. 

Among a number of other affiliations 
and directorships Ms. Huang is a director of 
the Asian American Lawyers Association of 
Massachusetts, a member of the Governor’s 
Council on Guangdong Affairs, and a New 
England Chapter director of the Organiza- 
tion of Chinese Americans. 


CASE STATEMENT 
WINS AAM 
AWARD 


The American Association of Museums 
(AAM) has given an Award of Distinction to 
A New Voyage Out, the case statement for 
the Asian Export Wing capital campaign. The 
award is the highest category in the national 
competition, which attracts more than 2,000 
entries in nine categories. The case state- 






















ment was one of twelve publications in its 
category to receive the award. 

Congratulations to graphic designers 
Logowitz and Moore, and to Daniels Printing 
for the care, attention and professionalism 
that produced such a noteworthy publica- 
tion for the Museum. 
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East India Square 
Salem, MA 01970 
tel_617- 745 - 1876 § 


RELATED BOOKS IN THE SHOP AT THE PEABODY MUSEUM INCLUDE 


The South Sea Whaler _ Herman Melville’s Picture Gallery American Maritime Prints 
compiled by Honore Forster by Stuart M. Frank by Elton Hall 

An annotated bibliography of historical, The new book by the Director of the Kendall Whaling $25.00 

literary and artistic material related to Museum, Sharon, Mass., offers an important 


19th century Pacific whaling. new perspective on Melville’s life and literature. 
$25.00 $14.95 


Visa, Mastercard, American Express 
welcomed 


10% members’ discount 





EXHIBITS 
INFORMATION 
745-9500 


MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday to Saturday 
10 a.m. to5 p.m. 
Sundays and Holidays 
iep.m..to.5 p.m. 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 
East India Square 
Salem, MA 01970 
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CONTINUING EXHIBITS 


Yankee Traders and Indian Merchants 1785-1865. An exhibit 
commemorating the relations established through trade between 
the United States and India. 

The Tribal Style: Selections from the African Collection at the 
Peabody Museum of Salem. Sculpture, masks and personal and 
domestic objects reflecting the vitality of African artistry and 
craftsmanship. 

Chinese Export Art: Highlights of a Private Collection. 
Furniture, silver, paintings and precious objects drawn from a 
personal assemblage. 


_ Decoys and Mantel Birds. An exhibit featuring some of New 


England’s finest wildfowl carvings including decoys, miniatures 
and mantel birds. 

The Port of Salem: Merchants, Captains and Ships. Marine 
paintings, portraits, ship models and artifacts of the golden age 
of the port. 

Stephen Phillips: Master and Merchant. Documents from the 
Maritime Processing Project, in the Phillips Library. 


